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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: HOVE CRISIS MAY BE OVER 

REF: PRETORIA 2536 

1. PRESS ACCOUNTS STATE THAT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (EC) 

MET ON MAY I TO TRY TO RECONCILE THE POTENTIAL SPLIT 
DEVELOPING SINCE BLACK JUSTICE MINISTER BYRON HOVE WAS 
DISMISSED (REETEL). ACCORDING TO ONE ACCOUNT, SMITH HAS 
ASKED MUZOREWA NOT TO LEAVE THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT AND 
PROMISED THE EORMATION OF A COMMITTEE TO STUDY HOVE'S 
RELEASE. THERE HAS BEEN NO REPORT YET ON MUZOREWA'S 
REACTION. 
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2. THE OTHER TWO EC MEMBERS, MEANWHILE, HAVE CAST 
SOME DOUBT ON MUZOREWA'S REACTIONS TO THE HOVE DISMISSAL. 
BOTH SITHOLE AND CHIRAU CLAIM THAT MUZOREWA WAS AT ALL 
THE MEETINGS WHICH DISCUSSED HOVE'S CONDUCT. THE UANC 
HAD CLAIMED THE DISMISSAL WAS ILLEGAL BECAUSE MUZOREWA 
WAS NOT CONSULTED ON THE MOVE. MUZOREWA BACKTRACKED 
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ON THIS CLAIM SOMEWHAT AFTER SITHOLE AND CHIRAU'S 
ACCUSATIONS BY TELLING THE PRESS THAT HE HAD ATTENDED 
THE ERIDAY, APRIL 28, MEETING BUT NO DECISION WAS MADE 
ABOUT HOVE'S DISMISSAL UNTIL LATER. APPARENTLY IN THE 
ERIDAY MEETING HOVE WAS GIVEN AN ULTIMATUM OF RETRACTING 
HIS PREVIOUS REMARKS OR BEING FIRED. 

3. ANOTHER PRESS ACCOUNT QUOTES TOP-LEVEL GOVERNMENT 
SOURCES WHO NOW SAY THE SPLIT HAS BEEN AVERTED AND THAT 
MUZOREWA IS "JUST PLAYING TO THE GALLERY." ANTHONY 
RYDER, OF THE RAND DAILY MAIL, WHO IS ONE OE THE BETTER 
CONNECTED LOCAL JOURNALISTS, OPINES THAT WHATEVER NOW 
OCCURS, A GREAT DEAL OE THE EC AND INTERIM GOVERNMENT'S 
CREDIBILITY HAS BEEN BLOWN AND CONEIDENCE LOST IN 
MUZOREWA AND THE OTHERS. 

4. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REETEL, MUZOREWA HAS GOTTEN 
INTO A SITUATION THIS TIME THAT WILL BE DIFEICULT TO 
GET OUT OE. RYDER IS PROBABLY CORRECT THAT MUZOREWA 
WILL UNDERCUT HIS SUPPORTERS CONFIDENCE IN HIM IE HE 
GOES ALONG WITH A COMPROMISE SHORT OE HOVE'S 
REINSTATEMENT. OBVIOUSLY THE PRESSURES ARE GREAT 
EROM BOTH SIDES ON MUZOREWA. HE HAS COMPROMISED 
HIMSELE ON SEVERAL ISSUES IN THE PAST IN THE PROCESS 
OE THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT, INCLUDING ONE PERSONAL 
INSULT BY DAVID SMITH (PRETORIA 0569 AND 0599), 
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WHICH MEANS HE IS CAPABLE OE DOING IT AGAIN. IT ALSO 

MAY MEAN THAT MANY OE HIS SUPPORTERS ARE EAGER AND READY EOR 

HIM TO EINALLY STAND EIRM. AS WE COMMENTED IN REFTEL, 

HIS ACTIONS HERE WILL INDICATE IF MUZOREWA IS STILL 
WILLING TO ACT AS AN INDIVIDUAL LEADER OR IE HE HAS 
ACQUIESCED COMPLETELY TO THE WILL OF THE SMITH DOMINATED 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT GROUP. WHATEVER OCCURS VIS-A-VIS 
MUZOREWA PERSONALLY, RYDER IS AGAIN CORRECT IN THAT 
THE ENTIRE HOVE AEEAIR HAS CAST A SHADOW OE DOUBT OVER 
THE INDEPENDENCE AND DEFECTIVENESS OF THE BLACK INTERNAL 
LEADERS. 
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